Seminole H.S. Environmental Science Student Needs Assessment

Description:
· Students are in this course to give them an additional year to develop academic skills before needing to take the state mandated Biology exam which determines both if they can graduate and also school funds. 
Objectives:
· The goal of this course is to utilize content to gauge students’ current skills, identify weaknesses, develop strategies to address these weaknesses, teach students to utilize these strategies, and then assess students’ progression. 
Audience:
· Level 0 and Level 1 students in reading and math as identified by state testing.
Projected Challenges:
· Students have previously experienced only “Failure” in academic skills, overcoming this mindset and producing buy-in to the program will be difficult. 
·  Majority of the students have documented behavioral concerns that affect not only the instructor but also their fellow students, multiple approaches for handling this will need to be planned for and addressed. 
Constraints:
· Due to students’ home life no outside of the classroom work should be required as it will not be completed. 
Contacts for Support:
· Assistant Principle who oversees the Science Department
· Science Department Head and Science Department Instructors
· Disciplinary Committee
· ESOL and Special Needs Committee
Data Collection Plan:
· Survey asking how much and how students’ study.
· Simple Assignment to allow for observation of students’ reading comprehension skills and utilized strategies.
· Simple assignment to allow for observation of students’ critical thinking skills and utilized strategies.
· Simple assignment to allow for observation of students’ note taking skills and utilized strategies.
· Roleplay and scenario simulations to observe students’ behavioral reactions and utilized strategies to deal with them.  
